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A Tariff Question for the Farmers 


(By George Pierce.) 


I T is the duty of every man pro- 
minent in the political and the 
commercial activities of the Domi- 
nion to strive for the happiness 
and the contentment of the Cana- 
dian people. It is impossible for 
the people to be happy unless they 
are prosperous. That prosperity is 
impossible for the masses unless 
our industries expand and devedop, 
admits of no argument. The total 
value of the products of manufact- 
ure exceeds the value of agricultur- 
al products by a considerable marg- 
in. The farmer who believes he 
can divorce himself from the troub- 
les that would attend a serious 
slump in the industrial or manuf- 
acturing field, is beguiling himself 
with day-dreams. Any economist 
will substantiate the statement that 
prosperity to the one is absolutely 
dependent upon the prosperity of 
the other. It is also true that there 
is as much room for expansion and 
development in agriculture a,s there 
is in industry. It is possible to 
build perhaps the greatest and the 
grandest country in the world if 
we are able to bring about careful 
consideration of all national prob- 
lems by co-operating the best 
brains and experience which the 
three predominant groups can com- 
mand — the groups of labor, agric- 
ulture and manufacture. 

It is evident from the records 
that two of these groups have 
reached the common ground, while 
the third, or farmer, group still 
apparently remains irreconcilable. 

While the official attitude of 
labor for many years past has been 
that of free trade, the manufactur- 
ing interests have stood solidly be- 
hind the protective tariff. General- 
ly speaking, in all political contests 
the farmers ’ allegiance was divid- 
ed. Recently, trades unions through- 
out the country adopted the endors- 
ation of a scientific tariff commis- 
sion, not with the object of taking 


the tariff out of politics, but for 
the purpose of taking the politics 
out of the tariff. Strange to say, 
the manufacturer has taken an 
equally reasonable position. Only 
the farmer group remains obdurate. 
Officially the farmers organiza- 
tions advocate free trade. This was 
extraordinary when wo began an 
examination of the course pursued 
by the farmer organizations at the 
time of the agitation for a tariff 
board in the United States. 

On Tuesday 4th, 1908, Mr. N. J. 
Batchelor, Master of the National 
Grange, appeared before the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives in* Wash- 
ington, and it will doubtless be 
very interesting to the farmer^ of 
Canada to read what Mr. Batchelor 
had to say on that occasion. It is 
also very much to the point that 
Mr. Batchelor represented more 
that one million farmers on that 
occasion: 

1 1 Mr. Speaker, I appear here re- 
presenting the fanners’ organiza- 
tion known as the Grange. This is 
composed of people of all shades 
of political belief, Republicans, 
Democrat's, and Prohibitionists. It 
has local and county and State 
organizations, as well as a national 
organization. I-t is an organization 
of about 1,000,000 members, repres- 
ented in thirty States. At the an- 
nual meeting .held at Hartford, 

I last November, with representa- 
tives from twenty-six States, a re- 
solution was unanimously adopted 
favoring the appointment of a 
nonpartisian tariff commission to 
consider this tariff subject. Now, 
I am not here, Mr. Speaker, to en- 
lighten you or anyone else about 
the operation of the tariff laws, 
but I am here to express to you the 
feeling that I understand to exist 
among the farmers in regard to ; 
this matter. There are some things 
which they do not understand.They 



are sceptical as to the results of 
some of the tariff provisions. Now, 
when they are told, and it is not 
successfully contradicted as I un- 
derstand it, that farm machinery 
is sold in other countries cheaper 
than it is here, they Wonder why 
that should be so. When they pay 
$125 for a binder, and some fellow 
in some foreign country buys it for 
a less price, they do not understand 
why it should be that way. Then, 
Mr. Speaker, when it is stated that 
steel rails are sold to the Grand 
Trunk Road,* and when delivered 
upon the side of that track located 
in the United States are sold for 
one price, and yet when delivered 
upon the other side of the track in 
Canada are sold for a less price, 
they do not understand quite why 
it is so, if it is so. I might refer to 
other instances of this kind. 

“And then it seems to us that a 
commission (a tariff commission) 
of this kind would be able to study 
this question, and if these are facts, 
to so state to the people. If they 
are facts, and it is of advantage to 
our people to have it that way, 
why, so state it. If they are not 
facts, then have these statements 
contradicted. We believe tha-t some- 
thing of this kind would be of 
great benefit to the farming people 
of the country. 

“Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not un- 
derstand that this commission is 
any reflection on the ability or the 
fidelity of members of Congress. 
We understand that members of 
Congress have a great many duties 
to perform. They are not able to 
give the time and effort to the 
study of this question which it 
seems to us its importance de- 
mands; and then also, in addition 
to that, it is frequently stated that 
there are some members of Con- 
gress who are influenced by local 
conditions, that tariff schedules 
which have built up business in 
their locality would influence them 
in their aecion upon the subject. I 
do not think, Mr. Speaker, that 
that has over been charged up 
against you. I think you do * hat 
you think is right regardless of the 
result; but that enters into it, and 
there are various other things 
which I might state. But, summing 
it all up, Mr. Speaker, speaking for 
the organization, and speaking for 
lire farmers of the country, we be- 
lieve that benefit will be derived 
from the appointment of such a 
commission, that would report to 
Congress, and upon whose report 
Congress could take such action as 
it saw fit in regard to the tariff 
schedules, some of which have, been 
established so long that perhaps 
the welfare of the country would 
demand a change.” 

Permit me now to call your at- 
tention to the statement made be- 
fore the same committee by Mr. S. 
II. Cowan, representing the Natio- 
nal Live Stock Association: 

“Mr. Speaker and Mr. Chairman, 
a Democrat, in the presence of so 
many Republicans, would ordinari- 
ly feel very much embarrassed 
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were it not for the fact that 'hey 
come around to us anyway in order 
to revise the tariff, and we have 
an abiding faith that that is going 
to be done. We do not know when 
it is going to be done, or whether it 
is going to be done in our time or 
not, but we at least expect it for 
our deseendents; but when they 
get to revising the tariff, the peo- 
ple where I come from, and the 
people whom I represent, are afraid 
that somebody is going to get the 
best of it. It is a most difficult and 
complicated proposition. For exam- 
ple, I am representing here at this 
particular meeting, in connecting 
with Mr. Mackenzie, of Colorado, 
who is well known, the American 
National Live Stock Association, 
which organization takes in pract- 
ically all of the organizations of 
live stock people west of the Mis- 
sissippi River; and I also represent 
the Cattle Raisers’ Association of 
Texas, which, as a cattle raisers’ 
association,, is practically the only 
very large cattlo raisers’ organiza- 
tion in the . country. It embraces 
the great breeding ground of the 
Southwest, not located merely,, in 
Texas by any means. We do not 
sell any cattle in Germany or 
France; we -do not sell any lressed 
beef; the people who belong to the 
National Live Stock Association 
engaged in raising hogs in the great 
Missouri Valley do not sell all their 
fresh pork in Germany or France 
or any other continental country 
of Europe except Belgium. 

“We meet and talk about it out 
there and have big conventions, 
and everybody goes for the party. 
We pass resolutions, and we say 
that we have understood it is be- 
cause of the tariff laws in this 
country that we do not ship any 
cattle into continental Europe ex- 
cept to Belgium, and that w r e ship 
.no dressed beef into a single con- 
tinental Europe except Belgium, 
and .no fresh pork into -•» single 
country, and sell less than $2,500 
worth of hams, in Fiance during 
the year v They tell us, that the rea- 
son of that i^ because of the tariff 

(Continued on page 11.) 
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if A School Attendance Law for Quebec ? 


4 

(^)f* vacant 
yfh'orna and 
/ Superior Quality 


(By W. C. R. Anderson) 

It is frequently claimed that a out of (j,8UU in the Elementary 
School Attend|u^e Law -i$,^ite >; nu- .-Schopls of, Portland, ”10 were in the. 
ueeeseary and ftifile. fn'Yi^. of/h'£ ’•Eighth (final) year of the course, 
universality of Bchool Attendance That is in Montreal 0 per cent, in 
Laws in practicably alt the civilised .Portland 10 per cent of the Ele- 
eountries of the earth; in view too, mentarv enrolment were iti the final 
of the fact that where ouce adopted year and that in spite of the fact 
a Bchool Attendance Law has never that they have eight years to our 
in modern times been repealed except seven. 

to replace it by another moue tad- On turning' to the High School 
vanced in its terms and conditions enrolment we find that in Portland 
it would seem that the burden of 22 per cent, of those enrolled in the 
proof of the futility of a law regu* schools were in the High School 
lating school attendance lie.s withY-classes, with us but 6 per cent, 
the opponents of the measure. On though we have more than double 
the other band it is admitted that the number of pupils enrolled, they 
the demonstration of the need lies had one third (475 pupils) more in 
with those who advocate such a their High School classes than we 
measure . This demonstration has with two fifths as many children 
been given very fully in a pamphlet*' attending their schools, they had 
of some thirty pages issued in 1918 more than twice as many in their 
by The School AtteuiUurc.a- Commit- Twelfth Year (their final year) as 
tee of the Provincial;. .Assfceta* ion <*f we had in the Eleventh (our final). I 
Protestant Teachers bf 'Qu^fedc. Tn year, lu other words, out of every 
the course of a visit to the State of 100 pupils enrolled they had 5 in the 
Maine last Summer, the writer was last year of the High School course 
struck with the character of the ser- to every 1 we had. 
vice and intelligejrce of the. clerks If .we compare the enrolment's of 
in the stores. and by the size of the the Province of Quebec with the 
class graduating from the High State of Maine we find that the 
Schools. This led to inquiry and a conditions are very like those for 
study of statistics which you will the two cities. 

see add considerable wright to the Two per cent, of their Elementary 
evidence that we in Quebec sorely . enrolment is in the Eighth (final)! 
need remedial measures of some! year; four per cent, of ours: nine 
.kind for the guarantee of a higher teen per cent, of their enrolment is J 

.^cn.©yul J[©vel_of education for the in High School; three per cent, of j 

mass of our youth. ours: out of every 100 enrolled Maine 

The Staet of Maine, lying so does had 3 in its High School Graduating 

beside us, resembles Quebec .4n the class for every 1 we had. 

general character . of its natural re-. If theti as has been said ‘ ‘ Educa- 
sourctfcf- basic indtistnes/itvS dim- tioh is the keynote of efficiency in 
ate, its wide areas . of sparsely in- .all that pertains to the tasks of citi- 
h a bi ted country,' perhaps more close- zenship, 7 ’ in which community arc 
ly than any of the other states do. the citizens of the future being bef- 
it even has a not inconsiderable uum* ter and more generally prepared for 
her of Frcnch-Canadiang working the tasks of citizenship f 
in its factories and mills. But. in the; In which is there a greater stim- 
State of Maine the people have be- ulus to prepare for a career? 
lieved in the school as the best place In which are the youth getting a 
for fitting the youth of the land for better chance in life? 
citizenship, for they have had a Ho you -want your children to have 
School Attendance J«nv tor many the stimulus that comes from living 
years. . , i ■ 'r : : ; ^ ' in a community Where the general 

The result of such a law adequate- education is high? Do you want 
ly enforced, is that the number of your children to have opportuities 
illiterates is extremely few; the Su- equal to those of your Maine neigh- 
perintendent reporting only a few bor? Who in the light of these facts 
score altogether in 1918. By con- ean doubt that we have any need 
tras-t jdease^uote that by stepping for measures that will secure a ra- 
across the; boundary line on e- comes Heal change in these statistics? 
to a coisiitry/' wdieye ,4here.,-*h$a\been . And now what of the obstacles to 
no attendance, Jaw and where there securing a School Attendance Act? 
were in 1911, the y.eaf of bUr last They are numerous and some of 
census, 70, -000 native-born males over them will be removed only by a 
21 years of s age who could not read greatly stimulated interest in and 
and write... realization of the importance of edu- 

Thirteen per cent of the children j Nation : others will require time and 
before the Juvenile Court in a re- i tact to overcome the mistrust of mo 
cent year could not . read or write. * ives - 

But let us turn to the \ enrolment The first is general indifference 
figures in the city of Montreal and; ahd apathy. This is partly through 
the city of Portland; the State of ; disbelief in the value of our schools; 
Maine and the Province of Quebec, j and their curricula, partly through 
Out of 20,000 pupils in Montreal lack of knowledge of the facts. 
Protestant Elementary schools in It can be overcome by wide pub- 
Jan. 1018, there were >,^07; in the : lLflty and by evidence of attempts 
Seventh (final) yw af the caumh*:- ■■ . to Adopt and to modify school pro 
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grammes so as better to serve the 
main activities of our province. 

The second obstacle is fear on the 
part of our Romau Catholic fellow 
citizeus that a School Attendance 
Act is but £he entering of the wedge 
that shall pry them from their pre- 
sent control of their own schools. 
Any disposition by any body of non- 
Catholies to do away with the dual 
system of schools in this province 
neglects consideration of the estab- 
lished rights of both the majority 
and the minority to control their own 
school system. It is just this pro- 
vision that protects us of the min- 
ority and it is just this too that 
assures those of the minority who 
are advocating a law regulating 
school attendance, that if the Pro- • 
testants of Quebec Province really 
want such a measure and will de- 
mand it they cannot long be refus- 
ed. On the other hand, since it is 
a. measure conceived in the interest 
of the youth of our province of what- 
ever race or religion, it would be un- 
fortunate if its advantages and ben 


efits were confined to one section, 
and that the minority, of the popu- 
lation. Hence it is desirable that 
there be opportunity for those who 
oppose the measure to examine it 
from all angles; its need, its effi- 
cacy, its practicability. For we are 
persuaded that wherever this is done 
without prejudice it will result in 
conviction. Time and publicity, but 
especially publicity, are necessary. 

A third obstacle is that of cost. At 
the present time 40 per cent, of the 
Protestant teachers in rural Quebec 
are said to be without professional 
training. The cause is largely be- 
cause of the better opportunities in 
other, walks of life for earning an 
income adequate to cover the cost 
of living and to provide for sickness 
and old age. 

Ther is too the lure of better sal- 
aries for the rank and file of the 
teachers in the western provinces. 
A very considerable number of our 
Quebec teachers have gone west in 
the past two years: more will fol- 
( Continued on page 9.) 
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(From our own correspondent) 


. “Out of the strong came forth 
sweetness’ and : the week? began 
with Mr. Howell ; 'introducing bills 
to regulate the sale of "maple sugar 
and honey. Dr. Edwards, of Frond* 
enac, introduced a resolution seek- 
ing that as the farmers., of; Canada 
suffered great annual ’oss from the 
Jack of systematic grading of their 
products, a system of grading and 
standardising batter and cheese 
should be enforced by the Govern- 
ment. He had evidently acquired 
some familiarity with the dairy 
business, and it must have surpris- 
ed the Quebec members to find 
their bitterest foe giving their 
province credit for the best butter. 
A test made by the Canada Food j 
Hoard, in 1918, revealed that while 
only 70.73 of Ontario but.ter testikl 
grade No. 1, no less than 94.48 of. 
Quebec’s product reached that 
standard. Alberta came next with 
90.26. He gave facts about the ex- 
perience of Denmark and New Zea- 
land, and incidentally, > ie made a 
plea for a ban upon margarine. Dr. 
Edwards has a rural constitutencv 
which a U.F.O. candidate will fight- ! 
hence his zeal for the honest farm- 
er. He was backed up by a number; 
of rural members, including Dr. 
Boland, but Mr. Tolmie, for the 
Government, threw cold water upon 
the project and urged that, owing 
to the unsettled condition of the 
world’s markets, and the continu- 
ance of food control in Britain, the 
time was inopportune to introduce 
a grading -system. Mr. Robb assail- 
ed the administration of the Wheat 
Board and asserted that its perfor- 
mances wore having a bad effect 
upon the milling and . incidentally 
the daily industry of the country. 
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Ultimately, Dr. Edwards withdrew 
his motion; 

w Op Tuesday, Mr. Ballantyne pro- 
duced an account of his steward- 
ship in regard -to shipbuilding and 
a' right proud man -was he. From 
the glowing pride and fervor with 
which he unfolded his statistics in 
regard to the operation of the na- 
tional marine and the 5%% it had 
earned last year, one would have 
thought lie was a Marxian Socialist 
by habit and repute. The original 
programme called for the construc- 
tion of 63 ships, ranging in size 
from 3,800 to 10,800 tons. Of these, 
twenty-four have been delivered 
ffom the builder and nineteen have 
been in actual commission carrying 
the flag and merchandise of Cana- 
da to every quarter of the earth. 
The average cost per ton to build 
has "been $19i.50, but prices have 
been reduced since the war ended, 
and the later contracts range from 
$167 50 to $180 per ton. This he 
claimed compared favorably with 
the British and American prices. 
On the nineteen ships which were 
in commission, the gross earnings 
up to December, 31, 1919, were $3,* 
448,030, and the net earnings $1,- 
406,000. This he said, after allow- 
ing for depreciation, would provide 
a dividend of 5 %% and leave a ■ 
handsome margin. Mr. Ballantyne 
also dealt with his famous ‘ontraet 
for steel plates with the Dominion 
Steel Corporation and left the im- 
pression that he had been exceed- 
ingly hardhearted towards them as 
he had insisted on cutting down 
the contract price after the armist- 
ice came. 

The Minister asked for $20,000,- 
000 lo complete the programme. 

Dr. Michael Clark assailed the 
shipbuilding policy as incompatible 
with the maintenance of a protect- 
ive tariff. A shipping business 
could not be sustained on an ex- 
port business alone, it must have 
freights both ways and th a - tariff 
reduced the volume of imports as 
m-ueb as possible. He quoted the 
evidence of an .American admiral 
before a Congress Committee, not 
long ago. “We had better make up 
our minds whether we really want 
a merchant marine or not. If we 
do want a merchant marine, there 
is only one straight course to hav- 
ing it and that is free trade.” Dr. 
Clark also entered a stern warning 
against the subsidies Mr. Ballan- 
tyne had hinted at. Mr. Edmund 
Bristol, of Toronto, a special plead- 
er for the shipping interests, who 
. rarely favors the House with his 
presence, save the needs of his 
friends and employers are up for 
discussion, spoke to his brief in 
favor of the scheme and the bonus- 
es "for which he and a posse of lob- 
byists are so assiduously working. 

Bristol unfortunately has a 


( safe Tory seat, but he is a type of 
member who would not be missed 
from Parliament. Mr. Duff, of Lu- 
nenburgh, himself has ships that 
l float on every sea, carrying the 
products of Nova Scotia to the 
furthest ends of the earth, and has 
a proper claim to pose as an expert 
on shipping matters. He had no 
high opinion of the profits of 5}£% 
of which the Minister was so proud. 
It had been made under Elysian 
conditions for shipowners which 
will never occur again in a century. 
When normal times return, the na- 
tional marine will in his opinion 
begin to show an unfortunate defi- 
cit. Mr. Duff opined also that the 
government had as little right to 
go into the business of shipbuild- 
ing as into the manufacture of 
boots and candy. Mr. Mackenzie 
King complained that the Govern- 
ment, in placing its shipbuilding 
contracts, had neglected a rule 
which is both statutory and salut- 
ary, that all contracts in excess 
of the value of $5,000 can only be 
allocated by public tender. Of a 
long series of speeches on the sub- 
ject, the best was that of Mr. Ken- 
nedy, of Essex, who was exceedingly 
critical of the whole business. lie 
made an effective analysis and cri- 
ticism of some of Mr. Ballantyne ’s 
figures. Mr. Kennedy is a very 
able business man who lias no 
small capacity for public affairs, 
and it is a great pity that he does 
not intervene more frequently in 
debates. 

On Wednesday came that hardly 
annual, a speech by Mr. Frank 
Glass, of Middlesex, upon Canada’s 
possibilities as a flaxproducing 
country, the efforts which had 
been made by enterprising spirits 
to develop the industry and the 
deplorable lack of sympathy shown 
by the Government to such a des- 
erving enterprise. Mr. Glass’ speech 
is now an annual ceremony like 
the adjournment for Easter or the 
King’s birthday, and it is to be 
feared that many members regard 
it in exactly this light and make it 
an excuse for taking a holiday 
from their seat in Parliament/ 
When his dissertation had conclud- 
es Mr. Archambault moved that 
when speeches were delivered in 
French, they should be translated 
on the spot and ibe made available 
for inclusion in the earliest edition 
of Hansard published. At present, 
the English translation of French 
speeches is not available for a con- 
siderable period till the revised 
edition of Hansard is published. 

On Thursday, Mr. Ballantyne 
made a statement about naval pol- 
icy. He announced the retirement 
of Admiral Kingsmill, and stated 
that the Government had decided 
to accept the offer of a light cruis- 
er aud two destroyers from the 
British Government to take the 
place of the celebrated Niobe and 
Rainbow, which will go to the scrap 
heap. He also announced that the 
Government had decided upon no 
permanent naval policy. Dr. Mi- 
chael Clark curtly pointed out that 
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while the Government had no pol- 
icy they were content to discuss one 
with the British Admiralty. 

Then Mr. Guthrie moved the se- 
cond reading of the Dominion Fran- 
chise Act in a lengthy speech. Mr. 
Guthrie seldom favors the house 
with any oratory, but he is a speak- 
er of more than average ability and 
makes a good impression on his 
audiences. He reviewed the history 
of the Dominion Franchise from 
the earliest days, and the attitude 
of the great political chieftains of 
the past upon the subject. In def- 
ending the creation of Federal lists 
by the Dominion, he pointed out 
that the Laurier Government, in 
1908, passed legislation to establish 
federal lists. The Government had 
decided against putting the revision 
of the lists in judges’ hands be- 
cause they most solicitously did 
not wish “The judicial robes trail- 
ed through the political mire”. Mr. 
King congratulated Mr. Guthrie 
upon “his exceptionally clear, lucid 
and comprehensive statement”. 
Some of Mr. King’s followers are 
inclined to think that, like Mr. Ro- 
dolphe Lemieux, he bandies comp- 
liments too freely to be an effect- 
ive leader of an opposition. Sir 
Henry Campbell-Ba/nnerman, Prem- 
ier of Great Britain, from 1906 to 
1908, gave it as his opinion that 
the leader of an opposition or for 
that matter of any political party 
should not be on anything but 
terms of distant friendship with 
his political opponents. If he was 
too intimate socially with them, it 
militated against his power of pub- 
lic criticism, for it is impossible to 
attack with ferocious vigor a man 
with whom one has been dining 
the previous night. Mr. King again 
dilated on wlvat is now a favorite 
theme of his, the necessity of rest- 
oring confidence in the system of 
representative government and wel- 
comed the new franchise act as a 
means to that end. He congratulat- 
ed the Government on wiping out 
a series of franchise acts which, 
lie said, quoting Mr. A. K. Maclean, 
constituted “a blot upon ur na- 
tional career”. Ilis main objection 
was to the retention of the system 
of entfmerators which lie declared 
had resulted in the omission of 
thousands of names in recent elec- 
tions and had just been, abandoned 
by the Ontario Government. Ano- 
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ther fault was that the preparation 
of the lists was not to be commenc- 
ed till the writs were issued. This 
meant that candidates, when they 
should be concentrating their en- 
ergies on discussing the issues and 
setting their views thereon before 
the electors, would find a large 
portion of their time occupied in 
seeing that names of their support- 
ers were not left off. In the cities, 
the lists need not be furnished till 


nada unless they were assured that 
they would have a voice in the na- 
tion’s affairs. “I say,’’ he said, 
“that no country can prosper or 
become great or develop its poten- 
tial wealth without people.” To 
make immigrants wait ten years 
for naturalization, was in his • pin- 
ion an incomprehensible policy. Mr. 
Pardee wears the air of a disap- 
pointed man. He was almost the 
first to leave the Unionist Coali- 


four days before the election, which tion and he probably expected to 
gives little chance for a candidate receive a warmer welcome from his 
to see that they are reasonably Liberal br thren than he received, 
complete and leaves r oom for all Many of them showed no disposi- 
kinds of irregularities and mis- tion to kill the fatted calf for the 
takes. In his opinion, the Gov°m- returning prodigal and he has had 
ment should restrict the work of to take a comparatively back seat 
enumeration qs much as possible in the councils of his party. He is 
and wherever practicable take lists ; also threatened with U. F. O. ap- 
which are approved and accepted position in his constituency and it 
locally or provincially. He also is unlikely that he will return to 
pointed out the enormous mcrease Parliament after the next election, 
in the cost of elections. The contest He has considerable political 
of 1896 cost $197,103, that of 1911, shrewdness but has scarcely grasp- 
$507,353, and that of 1917, no less ed the fact that entirely new pol- 
than $1,678,139. Mr. King said he itical conditions have developed 
was sad at heart when he contemp- since 1914, and that the old shib- 
lated the provision in the Act boleths and principles no lo ■ger ap- 
which allowed electors, or pseudo- ply. On this occasion, he made a 
electors possibly, to come to the [ di tinetly liberal speech, 
polling booth even if their name Anything at all liberal in tone is 
was left off, take an oath and re- ! sure to arouse the ire of Hr. Ed- 
con! their suffrage just as if they wards, of Frontenac, who is one of 
had been registered with all form- the most hardened reactionaries in 
ality. However apart from these the House. Dr. Edwards is not 
blemishes, Mr. King found little to | without cleverness of a kind, but 
take exception to in the bill and he has a nasty temper and a nasty 
hoped that even these flaw r s would! tongue and a unique facility for 
be removed. It w'as a moderate and; stiiring up unpleasantness and 
reasonable speech and rang the i trouble. He is a sort of paTliament- 
deathknell of any possibility of an j ary mercenary who is put up by 
exciting controversy over the bill, j the Government to state extreme 


Mr. Pardee followed his leader. It 
was his first important speech of 
the session and he devoted a large 
part of it to condemning the efforts 
of certain individuals and bodies 
to keep alive the fires of racial 
and religious strife. He pleaded 
that old soies should not be kept 
alive by lestrictions against the 
full privileges of citizenship being 
imposed on any class of people. 
Above all things, Canada needed 
people, and men and women of 
other races would not come to Ca- 
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view’s iii order that they themselves 
by declining to cater for them in 
their entirety may get credit for 
amazing moderation. Dr. Edwards j 
launched a venomous assault upon 
Austrians and Germans and raked j 
up various charges against Quebec 
members, and soon got into an un- 
seemly altercation which resulted 
in the interference of the Speaker. 
But the French members were soon 
beyond the mood of giving Dr. Ed- 
wards a decent hearing and he j 
brought his tirade to a rather i 
abrupt termination. Mr. McMaster 
would not attempt to ‘ * answer bit- 
ter words with bitter words”, but 
dealt with the general need of re- 
conciliation between nations. He 
objected to the deprivation of the ! 
right to vote which this bill brings 
to many Orientals on the Pacific 
Coast who are fully naturalized 
British subjects. Then followed the 
best speech of the day and perhaps 
of the session from Mr. W. B. Eu- 
ler. 

Mr. Euler owed his election in 
1917 a 9 a result of a sense f ill- 
treatment which was harbored by 


the German descended population 
of North Waterloo, and his was the 
! only seat won in Ontario by the 
Liberals. He has not played any 
meteoric part in the House but has 
shown repeated evidence of parl- 
iamentary capacity and has ventur- 
ed to differ with his party on more 
than one occasion; he openly for 
instance espoused the cause of pub- 
lic ownership when mort of the op- 
position were sidestepping it. To 
most members of parliament there 
| comes in the course of their career 
| some special opportunity; some- 
times they use and sometimes they 
miss it. Mr. Euler’s chance came 
; on Thursday and he did not miss it. 

| He presented the case against cex- 
| tain disfranchising clauses of the 
| bill with great skill and power and 
his speech had the effect of alter- 
; ing the governmental attitude. 
While he was speaking, Ministers 
! were seen to confer together, and 
| on the following day, Mr. Meighen 
made a statement which, despite a 
strange obscurity of phraseology, 
practically conceded the validity 
of the criticisms of Mr. Euler, and 
I promised the acceptance of an 
' amendment. Mr. Euler spoke with 
studied moderation and absence of 
passion or sense of grievance; lie 
did not ask for favors to people of 
his race but he pleaded that the 
ancient traditions of British justice 
and fair play be maintained. His 
main point was that reading the 
Naturalization Act in conjunction 
with the Franchise Act thousands 
of people who have lived in Canada 
many years, but have omitted to 1 
secuie personal naturalization, re- 
lying on the naturalization of their 
fathers or husbands, will be depriv- 
ed of the franchise. His own mo- 
ther, who had lived in Canada sixty 
years, would be disfranchised. In 
some families, the younger child- 
ren, who had been born in Canada, 
would be able to vote while their 
older brothers and sisters, who 
came as children to this country, 
would bo voteless. He quoted an 
impressive list o£ soldiers with 
German names from his own county 
who had fallen in the war and 
pointed out that during the war ; 
there were only seven internments' 
from the whole of Kitchener. He 
reminded Sir George Foster of his 1 
pleas for tolerance in the debate 
on the Address and told the House, 
that “kindness and trust and char- 
ity are infinitely more powerful; 
than the degrading influences of 
suspicion — an influence which is 
exemplified in the bill before us 
today.” If there have been more 
brilliant feats of eloquence this 
session, there has been no more ef- 
fective speech. 

It was backed up by Mr. Levi 


Thompson and Dr. Michael Clark, 
from the progressive benches, and 
Dr. Clark made a splendid plea for 
i liberality of thought and action in 
• the matter. He considered that the 
disfranchising clauses marred what 
was otherwise a good bill, and ex- 
horted the House to get rid of the 
“war mind”, which, he said, still 
possessed Dr. Edwards. He deprec- 
ated any attempt to create strife 
[between “those -who are called 
1 alien enemies and our soldiers in 
the late war” and asked the Cabi- 
net to lise to the occasion and al- 
low r “the larger logic and the bet- 
iter spirit” to prevail with them. 
Mr. IT. A. Mackie, a Unionist mem- 
ber from East Edmonton, assailed 
the bill vigorously from the Gov- 
ernment benches and declared the 
disfranchising clauses were a stain 
I upon the Dominion of Canada. He 
i gave some interesting facts about 
; the services of Ukrainians from 
Alberta in the w’ar, and promised 
hostility in committee to the ob- 
jectionable clauses. 

On Friday, the debate was res- 
umed. Mr. Meighen ’s explanation al- 
ready referred to was hard to un- 
derstand, and the Minister seemed 
to have laid aside his usual clarity 
and conciseness. Mr. Fielding 
wanted the local municipal lists to 
be taken as the basis for Dominion 
elections as much as possible. Mr. 
W II. White delivered one o* his 
racy homely speeches. Mr. Thomas 
Foster was full of prejudice and 
spite and Mr. Cannon was both 
suspicious and critical of the Govern- 
ment ’s intentions. Mr. Jacobs spoke 
very w T ell and showed up stme am- 
using absurdities in the bill. Under 
it, if the late Duchess of Connaught 
had been alive, she would have had 
n <4 vote, but her cook or house- 
maid, if she had come from George- 
town, in British Guiana, would 
have the franchise 

The Bill was read a second time 
and went into committee w r here 
some desultory disjcussioln took 
place. Some time was also spent on 
discussing questions affecting In- 
dians in B. C. and elsewhere. 

J. A. Stevenson. 
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Ihtbltr Uhp of ijltthltr ^rfyoola 

T HE Board of Education of Smiths Falls, Out., has grant- 
ed to the Local of the Fifth Sunday Meeting Associa- 
tion permission to use Central School on one evening 
a week for Association purposes. The members of the Board 
are to be congratulated on their vision of the schools as social 
J and citizenship centres for adults as well as for children, and 
the officers of the Local are to he congratulated on securing 
such suitable premises for their educational and non-partisan 
i political work. 

Ontario generally seems to be more advanced than Quebec 
in the matter of allowing use of public schools in the evenings. 
In Montreal the use of schools was recently refused to citizens 
trying to organize protests against profiteering landlords, and 
the directors of the People's Forum were refused use of one of the 
finest school assembly halls in the city, a hall that is rarelv 
used, even by the pupils. 

K. C. 


Profession attb frartirr 


P ART of the policy of the Montreal Herald, as declared at 
the top of its editorial column every day, is that the 
paper is a “special medium for promoting social just- 
ire, to work for progress and reform.’ ’ 

That’s fine. 

In its advertising columns it carries the announcements of 
| fortune tellers and such “fakirs” as these: 

LONELA BACHELOR GIRL, WORTH $300,000, wishes to hear from 
honorable gentleman under 60. Object matrimony. Write Airs. Hill, 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

MARRY II LONELA , MAN\ AVLALTH\ r anxious for early marriage. 
Photos of beautiful ladies and gents; first mailed free. Box — 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Consistency is a jewel. 


K. C. 


T HERE is a widespread idea that it is more dignified and 
important to ho an office or professional worker than a 
manual worker. The schoolroom largely propagates 
this idea. There is little attempt in the schoolroom to show 
that tradesmen do useful services requiring knowledge and skill 
often far in excess of that required by office or professional 
workers. 

It is incomparably better to he a first-class plumber or ma- 
chinist, or waist-maker or cook, than a routine invoice checker 
or a “business college" stenographer who cannot spell or 
punctuate properly. The • office and professional workers’ 
market is glutted with incompetents and nonentities of both 
sexes who fancy themselves a “cut above" the non-office work- 
ers who are earning more money than they, and who are doing 
well a task that needs more intelligence and initiative, and is 
bringing more benefit to the community. 

But even where there is educational quality, why should 
aspirations always be directed towards making use of it in of- 
fice or professional work? We all know lawyers who might 
have been better bricklayers, school teachers who might have 
been better coat pressers, journalists who might have been better 
carpenters, doctors who are positive dangers as doctors, yet who 
might have been excellent plumbers. 

A boy with a High School education is a better plasterer 
and citizen than if ho loft school in the fourth grade and be- 
came a plasterer of necessity. A man with a University educa- 
tion might be a notable acquisition to the police force, and a 
serious loss to society as a real estate agent or a dispenser in a 
drug store. 

Dignity, importance, usefulness of noiToffice, non-profes- 
sional, work, have been so much ignored, that their values are dist- 
orted, and result in a condition of the labor market which is 
unsound economically and in its other relations to the host, in- 
terests of the social fabric and the individual. 

K. C. 


LIKE THE HALL MARK ON SILVER 
IS THE WATERMARK IN PAPER 


THIS 

WATERMARK 



GUARANTEES 

QUALITY 


LOOK FOR IT ON ALL YOUR STATIONERY 


Howard Smith Paper Mills, Limited 

MONTREAL 


FOOD CONSERVATION 


PRESERVING 

Fruits and Vegetables 

is a duty whilst the world shortage of foodstuffs continues. 

Ask for .Tars “ Mnde-in Canada” and guaranteed by a reliable 
Manufacturer. 

Dominion Glass Co, Limited MONTREAL 


April 3rd, 1920 


THE CANADIAN RAILROADER 


Page 9 


A SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

LAW FOR QUEBEC? 


(Continued from page 4.) 

low this year thus leaving more and i 
more the schools of our province to ; 
be taught by the untrained, the no- 
vice, the insufficiently educated. 
In the words of Dr. Parmalee, Sec- 
retary of the Protestant Committee, 
of the Council of Public Instruction 
(Quebec) “We are face to face with 
national calamity if we are going to 
give the task (moral training — & 
part of the whole task of the teach- 
er) over to untrained people. M 

To overcome these conditions, to 
staff our present schools with train- 
ed teachers, to attract the flower of 
our young manhood and womanhood 
into the profession will require a 
very great increase in the expendi- 
ture for public education. This will 
be true even to maintain our pre- 
sent status: but merely to maintain 
our present situation is to be out- 
distanced by every other province 
and country. We must provide funds 
for enlarging and improving our 
schools for increasing the members 
and improving the qualifications of 
our trained teachers. 

Whence are these, funds to come? 
They can come only from local tax- 
ation and from Provincial and Dom- 
inion Revenues. There is no other 
source. 

The State of Maine in the year 
1907 gave from Provincial Funds, 34 
per cent, of the total amount voted , 
for public education in the state. 
Ten years later, the contribution 
from the state funds had risen to 60 
per cent, of the total. 

In 1907 in this Province we con- 
tributed 13 per cent, of the total 
voted for public education from the j 
provincial revenues. In 1917, the 
provincial contribution had risen to 
17 per cent. 

A province so strong in its fin- 
ancial position must if it is to take 
education seriously, contribute much 
more generously to its support, in 
order that the opportunities provid- 
ed may be more equally distributed 
throughout the province. 

The foregoing has demonstrated 
to some extent our situation as to 
school attendance, and the relative 
amount of schooling obtained, as 
well as our needs as to teachers and 
funds. 

What are we going to do about 
it? This is the all important ques- 
tion. 
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There is little use in decrying 
school authorities, their hands are 
tied to a great extent because of the 
lack of public support. There needs 
to be organized a great public move- 
ment that will make education a 
matter of first importance to the 
legislature and the government: 
that will ensure educational advance 
along all lines. 

Where is the name of the organ- 
ization with vision and with power 
to get this thing under way? The 
time is auspicious! The need is: 
great! Have we the man? 
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CIVIC GOVERNMENT 
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A lthough the composition of 

the Charter Commission, 
which is to draw up a new scheme 
of government for the Island of 
Monrteal, appears to be fairly re- 
presentative, there is one lack in it 
to which so far attention has not 
been called. Commerce is well re- 
presented by a number of public 
bodies; education has its repre- 
sentatives; labor has its nominees; 
proprietors' and tenants' leagues 
have theirs, as have also various 
municipalities concerned. But what 
of all those institutions which mi- 
nister to the sick, the poor and the 
unfortunate of the community, the 
group of hospitals, homes and soc- 
ieties , which come under the cate- 
gory of social welfaie bodies? It 
may be that as far as the Catholic 
institutions are concerned, there is 
no desire to have them represent- 
ed, as these are conducted on a rel- 
igious basis; but in respect to the 
Ptotestant institutions and socie- 
ties, there would seem to be good 
ground for a claim to be represent- 
ed in any scheme of civic govern- 
ment. It may be urged that indi- 
rectly such institutions would be 
represented, inasmuch as many 
of the leading business men of the 
city who are on the commission >n 
behalf of such bodies as the Board 
of Trede or other public bodies, 
are presidents of or active members 
of these philanthropic institutions 
or societies. Nevertheless, it would 
seem desirable in this day, iu view 
of the amount of money involved 
and the number of human beings 
touched through these organiza- 
tions, that they should have their 
direct representative. What is 
wanted on the governing body of 
Montreal is a man who has an in- 
timate knowledge, not of one instit- 
ution, but of the whole subject of 
social welfare as it applies to a 
great city, a man who can pass an 
expert opinion not only upon the 
desirability of making a grant to 
an institution but who can advise 
the council on all matters arising 
in connection with the social wel- 
fare of the city. The body already 
exists which should be so represent- 
ed. The Federation of Montreal 
Social Agencies takes in thirty - 
four important institutions, such as 
our leading hospitals, the Charity 
Organization Society, and various 
other bodies which are studying 
and working for the welfare of the 
sick, the poor and the unfortunate 
of the population. This is the first 
attempt to bring all these agencies 
to work together for all common 
ends, and it would be of great be- 
nefit to the city council to have its 
representative at the table. A man 
such as the Director of Social Work 
of MeGill, or the Community Se- 
cretary of the Y.M.C.A., would fill 
the bill. 


W. C. R. Anderson. 
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EE their baking 




ANGLIN-NORCROSS, LIMITED 

*T. P. Anglin, B. Sc. H. J. Cross. C. D. Harrington, B. Sc. 
President, Viec-Pres. & Treasurer, Vice-Pres, & Manager, 

CONTRACTING ENGINEERS 
AND BUILDERS 

65 Victoria Street MONTREAL 



April 3rd, 1920 


Page 11 


A TARIFF QUETTION 
FOR THE FARMERS 

(Continued from page 3.) 

on articles manufactured in that 
country. Then we come up to Con- 
gress and we talk with our Con- 
gressmen about it, and they at 
once tell us that it is a very com- 
plicated question, and when we ap- 
proach some senators and some con- 
gressman they tell us: ‘Well, you 
do not know what you are talking 
about, because if you go to reduce 
the tariff on articles shipped from 
Germany and France and Austria 
and other continental countries of 
Europe, England will kick about it, 
and does not England take more of 
your beef, hogs, and other agricul- 
tural products than any other Eu- 
ropean country V We say: ‘Yes; 
we guess it does. ’ They say: 

‘ Well, are you not afraid that you 
will hurt trade with England if you 
reduce the tariff on articles from 
Germany and France and other 
continental countries of Europe? 
Would not England kick about it 
and quit taking your agricultural 
products, and would you not be 
worse off than when you started 
in ? 7 We say: ‘We do not know; 
it is a very complicated question. 
That is what we have you in Wash- 
ington for . * 1 If he is a Republican 
he says: ‘We cannot do anything 
because the people here in the 
East control the matter. ,, And if 
he is a Democrat, he says: ‘The 
Republicans are in the majority, 
and I cannot do anything’ ; and 
the result is that we people in the 
West have a pretty hard kick com- 
ing against somebody, but we do 
not know exactly who it is. 

“We pass resolutions as long as 
the moral law* and we send them 
here. They tell us that they are put 
in the waste basket, and I suppose 
that they aje, although wc have no 
proof that they reach here, except 
for the regularity of the mails. 

“Now, we are willing to admit 
that this is a complicated and dif- 
ficult question. We think it is quite 
important • to determine whether or 
not wo shall be excluded from 
vshipping dressed beef into France 
by reason of a high tariff on brass 
jewellery". I have been told that 
has a good deal to do with the 
matter. I do not know. There is not 
a single man in the West who 
knows. The farmer does not know 
a blessed thing about it, but some- 
body tells him that is true. We 
have been depending on Congress 
for a long time about this, and have 
been kicking about it, nobody 
has paid any attention to it that 
we can discover; and now we come; 
here asking Congress to at least 
deal fairly in this matter. They 
say: ‘Mr. Farmer, and Mr. Stock- 
man, and Mr. Manufacturer — out 
in the West, at least — you do not 
know much about it; you are not 
informed on this; but there are 
people who are, and we confer with 
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them, and they tell us what to do, 
and we find out from.’ Well, peo- 
ple say: ‘We have just a little bit 
of suspicion that you go to those 1 
who are most interested about this 
thing when you try to find out 
what to do, and that in the doing 
of it we have been put in the soup, 
because we find that we cannot 
send out cattle and dressed beef or 
hogs that we raise to the continent- 
al countries of Europe, and we j 
would like to do that.* So, these 
gentlemen, representing various 
organizations, come here at their 
own expense — none of them runn- 
ing for office, and none of them , 
could get office if they did run for; 
it — to have the pleasure — and 
they treat it as a privilege, Mr. 
Speaker, — of asking Congress to 
appoint a commission through some 
method which will be independent 
and fair, and which we can trust, 
to see what ought to be done and 
to report it back to Congress. 

“Now, that looks fair. It looks as I 
if this Congress ought to be willing! 
to have a commission appointed. Se- 
lect people without regard to their 
politics and in the hope that they 
have none, and appoint them to in- 
vestigate the subject to inform them- 
selves, to get knowledge, to do it im- 
partially, and then report to Con- 
gress, in order that we may not keep 
up this dispute a s to whether some- 
body up here is right or whether 
somebody there is right. We are 
willing to submit the matters to the 
fair judgment of an impartial com- 
mission, and on what ground can 
Congress object to appointing one? 
They say, ‘It will not do any good; 
we will appoint a Congressional com- 
mitte to do it. 9 I want to say 
that the Congressional committee 
men down in my State and in Okla- 
homa, Kansas, Colorado, and Missou- 
ri are extremely busy in another 
sort of business just after Congress 
adjourns, as you will observe a little 
later on. They have not the time. 
It is impossible. You might as well 
say that Congressional committees 
can regulate the railway rates of 
the country. The tariff proposition, 
as it confronts, affecting our foreign 
trade, our industries at home, and 
the vitality of this country as an in- 
dustrial nation, is as complicated a 


subject as we can find. Why should 
it not be submitted to a committee 
appointed by virtue of the lawwhcih 
you enact, appointed by the party in 
power, to determine fairly what 
ought to be done, and to report it 
to Congress? 

“Whether Congress adopts its re- 
commendation or not, we could at 
least get one fair shake where we 
knew the men were not influenced 
by the interests that happen to sur- 
round them. There is no denying 
the fact, Mr. Speaker, I know, that 
when a man lives in a manufactur- 
ing district where all his people are 
strongly in favor of high protective 
tariff, if he comes to this Congress 
he must be in favor of that; and if 
he lives in a farming district, where 
they are in favor of a revision of 
the tariff, or perhaps a low tariff 
on some articles and a high tariff 
on wool and hides, I say he has to 
be in favor of that or he cannot get 
here. So we realize that with the 
multitude of businesses and the mul- 
titude of thought, it is impossible to 
get perfectly fair and independent 
expressions, however much the mem- 
bers of Congress desire to do it. 

“Now, they tell us that this is not 
needed in the country; that the 
country does not demand a tariff 
commission; that we do not know. 
We are much like the old negro who 
went to hear his master deliver a 
lecture on agnoticism. He waited 
at the schoolhouse door until his 
master came out, and then the old 
man said, ‘Mose, how did you like 
the lecture V ‘Well’, he said, ‘I guess 
I liked it pretty well, but/ he said, 
‘there is just one thing you said that 

I thought you ought to have said a 
little different. / ‘What was that, 
Mose?’ ‘You know, you said there 
was no Holy Ghost, and there was 
no heartfelt religion . 7 ‘How do you 
think I ought to have said that, 
Mose?’ ‘You ought to have said, not 
that you knows of.’ (Laughter). 
There is a public sentiment west of 
tho Mississippi River which is 
strong, which is now demanding 
a fair opportunity to have this 
matter investigated, determined, and 
reported to Congress. We make no 
political threats, because we do not 
know how we will vote; but we 
do want Congress to do this as a 


matter of fairness, quite independ- 
ent of politics, and we hope, Mr. 
Speaker, that you will give the mat- 
ter fair consideration, as we believe 
you will, and determine whether or 
not we are right. We do not think 
that anybody can be hurt if it is 
done, unless somebody who has such 
an interest in the matter that he 
ought, in behalf of the rest of the 
people of the United States, to be 
hurt. Somebody must always be 
hurt by any regulating laws, of 
course. The idea is to do the great- 
est amount of good to the greatest 
number, but to do it presently and 
during the present generation. That 
is what we have come to ask and 
to have done. 99 . 

In view of this astonishing evid- 
ence, is it not remarkable that the 
farmer should be irreconcilable to- 
ward a tariff board, the objects and 
aims of which are identical with the 
United States Board for which a 
million farmers clamored so vocifer- 
ously? How are we to account for 
the stubborn attitude of the agri- 
culturalist on this question except 
by his ignorance of the facts? Cer- 
tainly the agricultural position suf- 
fers severely in contrast with the 
broader-minded and far more gen- 
erous position taken both by labor 
and by industry on this important 
question. 

There is a growing and very 
powerful movement in Canada sup- 
porting the idea that this great 
question of tariff and schedules 
should be handled with hard-head- 
ed, commonsense business methods 
co-operating with the best economic 
brains the Dominion can muster 
through the medium of a tariff 
board. We believe that a commis- 
sion or board should be created 
with powers to investigate not on- 
ly the cost, but the application of 
the costs of production, transport- 
ation, points of consumption, ef- 
ficiency of labor and manufactur- 
ing equipment, competitive condi- 
tions in other countries, so as to 
increase foreign trade. We believe 
that the greatest good will result 
to the entire Dominion, to labor, 
the manufacturer, the farmer and 
the people generally if we take the 
politics out of the tariff and instit- 
ute a board under the Minister of 
Finance, organized on a business 
basis for efficiency — and efficien- 
cy only. 

Unless the Government heeds our 
cry for reform in this direction, 
unless the farmer produces some 
sound argument substantiating the 
position which we consider strange- 
ly discordant with his attitude on 
other national questions, then we 
shall search out the reasons with 
the minutest care and thunder them 
across the country at the next 
election 

(P. S. I beg to acknowledge my 
indebtedness to Walter S. Johnson, 
Barrister of Montreal, a student of 
tariff matters for many years, who 
has been kind enough to place 
much valuable information- in my 
hands.) y ■ 
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Service as the Social Law 

Mr. J. A. Woodward, President of 

Fifth Sunday Meeting Associa- 
tion, Guest of Honor at Manu- 
facturers ’ Association Luncheon. 

(Gazette, March 20.) 

For the first time ou record, the 
Canadian Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion at their luncheon, yesterday, 
had a representative of the labor 
interests as guest of honor, Mr. J. 

A. Woodward, president of the 5th 
Sunday Association, and president 
of the Montreal Brotherhood of 
Trainmen, who gave an address ou 
“Service as the Social Law.” Mr. 
Woodward, in his address, made 
his motto 1 ‘ Get Together,” and 
urged that both employers and 
employees should continue to meet 
on a harmonious basis, so as to car- 
ry on the work already begun for 
the post-war harmonization of the 
interests of the capitalistic emp- 
loyers and the workers. 

There was a large attendance at 
the luncheon, including the Domin- 
ion Council of the Canadian Manu- 
facturers’ Association, and the 
Provincial Council, with a number 
of the provincial members. The 
chair was taken by Mr. T. P. 
Howard, Dominion president, and 
with him at the guest table were 
Messrs. Jos. Perras, Quebec; Lt.- 
Col. W. J. Sadler, chairman of the 
local branch of the C.M.A.; J. A. 
Woodward, J. E. Walsh, general 
manager of the C.M.A., Toronto; 

B. J. Coghlin, S. B. Parsons, and a 
number of officers from Toronto 
and other points. 

In ’ntroducing the guest, Mr. 
Howard said that the members of 
the C.M.A. were glad to welcome a 
leader of the labor interests, who 
had shown the desire for co-opera- 
tion between employers and emp- 
loyees in the interests of industry 
and the country. 

Mr. Woodward, in opening, con- 
trasted the present position of la- 
bor with that of a decade ago. Ten 
years ago, he said, he would have 
been regarded as a sort of Daniel 
in the lions’ den approaching a 
group of manufacturers. Now s a 
representative of labor lie had been 
i\ fri nd of leading manufacturers 
and statesmen, and had been wel- 
comed by both, to wor}< with them 
for the upbuilding of a broader and 
better Canada. Labor arid employ- 
ers might use different roads, he 
said, but they were both working 
to the same end. The day was com- 
ing, he considered, when manufac- 
turers and employees must meet 
together to talk over general af- 
fairs and get inspiration which 
would help to overcome the present 
spirit of unrest, that was invading 
Canada. 

Mr. Woodward gave a descri] tion 
of the work of the 5th Sunday As- 
sociation, which, he said, was work- 
ing throughout Canada for a better 
understanding between the employ- 
ing and employed classes in Cana- 
da .Speaging to the Manufactur- 
ers ’ Association, he complained 
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that Quebec province was the only 
section of this continent where the 
school-rooms could not be obtained 
for the use of the meetings f his 
association, which were of so great 
an educational value, and whose 
meetings took place in the even- 
ings, when they would not inter- 
fere with school work. 

View ou Tariff 

As to the tariff, Mr. Woodward 
; said the labor organizations he rep- 
resented strongly supported the 
i idea of a permanent scientific tar- 
! iff commission, on which the labor 
interests and employers had been 
! unanimous, showing that the assoc- 
' iatiou had been of" value to the 


country. While the farmers of the 
United States had supported such 
a commission, he said that nothing 
had been heard from the farmers 
of Canada, and he rather criticized 
this lack of action, remarking; 
“To my mind, it would be suidide 
to make changes in the tariff with- 
out thorough investigation, done in 
a practical way. (Applause.) We 
hope that some day the farmers 
will support us in seeing the wis- 
dom of a scientific advisory com- 
mission, not to take the tariff out 
of politics, but to take politics out 
of the tariff.” (Loud applause.) 

From this, Mr. Woodward pro- 
ceeded to discuss education, argu- 
ing for wntftT ' etueationnl rights 


for all, on the ground' that any 
social structure which did not have 
a eompiehensive system of educa- 
tion, so as to give equal opportuni- 
ties for the youth of the . country, 
would be a failure. This, he *aid, 
would avoid the evil of child labor, 
and he was loudly applauded when 
he demanded that a more adequate 
scale of pay should be given teach- 
ers in this province. The wealth of 
the people, he said, had been 
shown by the war not to »xist in 
bank balances, but in the brain 
and brawn of the people, and there 
should be training that would give 
the whole people a chance. “I 
stand,” he said, “for free and 
compulsory education from the bot- 
tom to the top. We must afford 
such education that every boy shall 
have a change to become a citizen 
we may be proud of.” (Applause.) 

As to the housing problem, Mr. 
Woodward thought the Govern- 
ment should take hold of it, so as 
to see that every worker *houd 
have a chance to get a decejvt; 
home. Rents were soaring to im- 
possible prices, while the race whs. 
being discouraged by laud loins; 
who refused to rent flats to tcnarits ; 
with children, which was an en- ; 
eouragement to sterility. 

With regard to the labor move-' 
mont, Mr. Woodward said it had, 
been recognized officially by the! 
British Government, which hadr 
saved a revolution in that country,; 
while in Canada during the war 
the labor interests had so aided; 
matters that there were practical-! 
ly no strikes, arid every effort made 
to secure victory. lie advocated a ; 
Board of Adjustment in cases of: 
labor difficulties but declared 
that the labor unions “will never 
stand for compulsory arbitration, 
because we know its dangers. ” 

A vote of thanks was moved by 
Mr. 8. R. Parsons, who, while not 
agreeing with all Mr. Woodward 
had said, cordially agreed with his ! 
idea that the time had come when: 
capital and labor should get to-i = 
gether for the common good of in- , 
dustry and the country. The vote' 
of thanks to Mr. Woodward was j 
carried by a unanimous standing • 
vote, with applause. 

Etiquette First 

Mother was very keen on correct • 
deportment, and never lost a chance ! 
I of instilling it into Mabel. 

“There’s on ? important things ’ 
S my wear,” she said. “You must ; 
never point at anything;” 

“But, mama,” objected the girlj \ 
! “suppose I am shopping, and don’t J 
know the name of a thing?” 
i “Then let the assistant show t 
you everything in stock until he • 
comes to the article you desire.”— \ 
St. Augustine Record. 

:o: 

A railway collision has been • 
caused in Paris as the result of b ! 
train leaving the station two mi- 1 
notes too early. Thank heaven this j 
I could not happen on our English 
lines, — London Punch. 
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$45,000,000 Thefts 
from Cars Shown 

Booty Double That in Any Pre- 
War Year 


Wholesale looting of merchandise 
in transit on the railroads of the 
United States caused a loss of ap- 
proximately $45,000,000 in 1919, ac- 
cording to United States Railroad 
Administration statistics made 
public recently. 

iThis is estimated to be more 
than double the losses sustained in 
any pre-war year, but it is pointed 
out that the increased cost of the 
commodities stolen, roughly estim- 
ated to average 85 per cent, must 
be taken into consideration when 
comparing the losses in the days 
of low prices with losses now. 
Nevertheless there has been a 
steadily increasing number of 
packages stolen, and the organiza- 
tions combatting the thieves have 
met an increased ingenuity in di- 
verting goods from their owners. 

A technique of robbery has been 
developed so highly that the me- 
thods of “master thieves' 1 are si- 
milar in the United States, Eng- 
land, France, Italy and Argentina, 
according to a recent report of the 
United States Chamber of Com- 
merce in Argentina. Detectives, 
however, are inclined to discredit 
that organization's belief that a 
“widespread international organiz- 
ation'' is at woik stealing mer- 
chandise. 

Substitution is the usual method 
used by the thieves. Sometimes 
boxes supposed to contain velvets 
are found at their destination to be 
filled with calico or other cheaper 
grades of cloth, but, as a rule, waste 
paper is found. These are referred 
to as “concealed losses'' by rail- 
way men, and are especially- dif- 
ficult to trace, as the shipment 
leaves and arrives apparently *n 
good condition, and it is almost 
impossible to discover at what 
point the theft occurred. 

The silk industry has been one 
of the most severely hit in the last 
year, and so great has the risk be- 
came that the Railroad Adminis- 
tration has been considering ex- 
cluding raw silks from the privilege 
of freight transportation by rail. 
The Merchants' Association of 
New York, through its traffic bu- 
reau, has protested against such 
an exclusion, advocating some less 
radical measure to minimize or 
prevent the theft of silk in transit. 


How Do They Get It? z 


‘Sometimes," said Senator Sorg- 
hum, “I am tempted to believe in 
oui ja-board business. ' ' 

"Getting superstitious ? " 

“Not exactly. But there must be 
some supernatural way for all these 
orators 'to have found exactly what 
George Washington would have 
said under these circumstances."- — 
Washington Star. 
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SEDITION DEFINITION 


Discussion at Ottawa Trades and 
Labor Meeting 


A circular from the executive of 
the Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada with the reply of the Gov- 
ernment to the deputation which 
waited upon it in January, started 
a discussion on the question of se- 
dition at a meeting of the Otta^va 
Allied Trades and Labor Associa- 
tion, on March 19. Delegate Mc- 
Dowell thought that labor should 
have a clear definition of the 
meaning of sedition and seditious 
conspiracy. 

lie also remarked that the pre- 
sent Government should go out of 
office, as it had fulfilled its func- 
tion of a war governement. 

Delegate Draper, secretary of 
the Trades and Labor Congress, re- 
plied that the executive of the 
Trades and Labor Congress was 
considering Justice Metcalfe's ad- 
dress to the jury in the Russell 
case. There was no law, he said, 
covering sedition or seditious con- 
spiracy in Britain or in Canada, 
lie questioned whether it would be 
wisdom to have such a law. He 
stated that the present Government! 
had paid more attention to labor as 
represented by the Trades and , ^ 
Labor Congress than had ever been 
the case before. In regard to the 
reply in question, he said it was the 
first time that any government had 
taken up each specific question 
and given a written reply in un- 
mistakeable language. As for a bill 
of rights for labor, he did not know 
of any five or six members who 
could submit a bill and say they 
represented labor. 

:o: 

A HINT TO A POET 


He writes a rondeau to a rose 
In gay poetic mood, 

Ho has no rose and if he had 
’T would do him little good. 

Honor I say should always go 
Where it is really due. 

You’d think a bard would sometimes 

write 

A sonnet to a stew. 

— Kansas City Journal. 
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THE 


EATON 
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CATALOGUE 

WILL SAVE YOU MONEY 

77?e Tools You Use 
The Clothes You Wear 
AU Your Household^ Needs 

Buy Them from this Book and Benefit by the 
Real, Substantial, Worth-while Savings it Offers 

The EATON Catalogue guarantees you satisfaction in every article you 
purchase, or your money is cheerfully refunded, including all shipping charges. 

Take full advantage of your Catalogue. See that every member of your 
household makes full use of it. 

Shipping Charges paid on all Orders of $5.00 or over 

If you have not a Catalogue in your home, a postcard will promptly bring it. 
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<T. EATON C? 

TORONTO 


LIMITED 

CANADA 
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